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for this bill, and wholeheartedly sup-
port this legislation. And I ask my col-
leagues to vote in favor of it today. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H. Con. Res. 81, a resolu-
tion which condemns the crackdown on polit-
ical dissidents that was orchestrated by the re-
gime of Fidel Castro two years ago. Through 
this remarkable violation of human rights, the 
Cuban government arrested more than 75 
journalists, labor union organizers, civic lead-
ers, librarians, and human rights activists, and 
took them as political prisoners. On this occa-
sion, it is important that we keep in mind the 
struggle in which our brothers and sisters in 
Cuba continued to be engaged—that is, the 
struggle for freedom and true democracy. 

One of the many dissenters arrested in 
March 2003 was Mr. Jose Daniel Ferrer Gar-
cia, a pro-democracy activist in Cuba who has 
been jailed for his outspoken leadership in the 
Cuban democracy movement. Mr. Garcia is 
the regional coordinator for the Christian Lib-
eration Movement in Santiago Province. 
Through this leadership position, he has 
moblilzed many Cuban youth for democratic 
change, and has focused on accomplishing 
the movement’s chief objective: to unite citi-
zens that are willing to defend and promote 
human rights and achieve changes in the 
Cuban society through peaceful means. Be-
cause of the efforts of determined individuals 
such as Mr. Garcia, the struggle for democ-
racy in Cuba continues, and we should keep 
this in mind when considering any potential 
changes in United States policy towards Cas-
tro’s regime. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that all of my colleagues 
in the House of Representatives join me in 
supporting H. Con. Res. 81, and continue to 
voice their solidarity with Mr. Garcia and all 
other pro-democracy activists in Cuba as they 
continue their push for true freedom. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker. A todos mis 
hermanos y hermanas quienes sufren en las 
cárceles de Castro bajo su régimen, a sus 
familias y amistades aquı́ en los Estados 
Unidos y en Cuba, les digo que el pueblo 
americano está con ustedes. Y, aquı́ en el 
Congreso de los Estados Unidos, vamos a de-
fender su libertad y ganar la lucha contra la 
brutalidad y la opresión. 

Por eso, junto con mis otras colegas en el 
Congreso, escribı́ esta resolución que 
condena la ola represiva contra los disidentes 
que hizo la régimen Castro hace dos años y 
que declara que la gente cubana debe tener 
los derechos humanos y la libertad—la 
libertad de expresión y de asociación—y el 
derecho de tener elecciónes libres. 

To all my friends here today who don’t 
speak Spanish, don’t worry, I won’t spend the 
rest of my time speaking in Spanish. But I did 
want to take a moment to speak directly to the 
Cuban people to let them know that we stand 
with them in their fight for freedom and human 
rights. 

We are debating this resolution today under 
the shadow of the 2nd anniversary of the 
crackdown on dissidents in Cuba. We often 
think of an anniversary as a moment to cele-
brate—but clearly we have nothing to cele-
brate today. Instead, we use this anniversary 
to mark a tragedy in the lives of the Cuban 
people and to the lives of all those who sup-
port democracy and human rights in the hemi-
sphere. 

The whole world was horrified as more than 
75 journalists, human rights activists, and op-

position political figures were arrested, given 
summary trials, and then sentenced to prison 
terms of up to 28 years. Many of the pris-
oners, along with other prisoners of con-
science, spent over a year in solitary confine-
ment. Some have been deprived of adequate 
medical treatment and reports from Cuba de-
tail beatings and harassment. 

I am not fooled by the recent release of a 
number of dissidents, by this attempt to trick 
the international community. I am not fooled 
because I know that when they released those 
dissidents, who should never have been in jail 
in the first place, they also arrested new dis-
sidents. I am not fooled because I know that 
they only released these dissidents on ‘‘pa-
role,’’ meaning that they could be arrested 
again at any time. 

Hundreds of political prisoners remain in 
Castro’s jails today. Clearly, the Castro regime 
has no respect for the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, which states in Article 4 that, 
‘‘No one shall be subjected to torture or to 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or pun-
ishment.’’ And the world has recognized these 
injustices. The State Department calls this 
wave, ‘‘the most despicable act of political re-
pression in the Americas in a decade.’’ 

Castro’s human rights record has been con-
demned by Amnesty International, Freedom 
House, and other human rights groups. 

In a statement, Amnesty International said 
that these ‘‘prisoners of conscience’’ should be 
immediately released and called on the Cuban 
regime to, ‘‘comply with the principles laid out 
in international rights standards for the treat-
ment of prisoners.’’ 

Freedom House included Cuba in its report 
entitled, ‘‘The Worst of the Worst, The World’s 
Most Repressive Societies, 2004.’’ And the 
House of Representatives has condemned 
Castro’s human rights record as well, in mul-
tiple resolutions. This year, on the two-year 
anniversary, we are here to pass a resolution 
that condemns Castro’s brutal crackdown and 
demands that the Cuban regime immediately 
release all political prisoners, legalize all polit-
ical parties, labor unions, and the press, and 
hold free and fair elections. 

Today is a time for all of us to come to-
gether, from both sides of the aisle, to stand 
together for a universal cause: human rights. 

Today, in voting for this resolution, we will 
celebrate the strength and perseverance of 
the Cuban people. 

Today, we will vote for the universal values 
which we all share. 

So I call on all of the Members of the House 
of Representatives to join me in the fight for 
human rights and democracy for the Cuban 
people. 

Now is the time for us to stand together 
against brutality, torture and dictatorship. 

Now is the time for us to stand together for 
freedom, for the right to free speech and free 
association, and for human rights in general. 

Now is the time for us to stand together as 
we call on the Cuban regime to immediately 
release these prisoners of conscience, who 
were jailed for standing up for democracy and 
human rights against a brutal dictatorship. 

To my brothers and sisters who suffer in 
Castro’s jails, to their families and friends both 
here in the United States and Cuba, and to 
the Cuban people, I say that Castro will not 
succeed in his vain attempt to suppress the 
spirit of the Cuban people. I look forward to 
the day, which is coming soon, when we will 

all celebrate a free and democratic Cuba. It is 
the spirit of the Cuban people and their cour-
age that will ultimately be Castro’s downfall. 

So, I ask each of you to join me in voting 
yes for this resolution. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, we have no further requests 
for time. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, we have 
no additional requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of our time. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BOOZMAN). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 81. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on H. Con. Res. 81. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
f 

b 1630 

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON 
H.R. 1268, EMERGENCY SUPPLE-
MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT 
FOR DEFENSE, THE GLOBAL 
WAR ON TERROR, AND TSUNAMI 
RELIEF, 2005 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to take 
from the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 
1268) making emergency supplemental 
appropriations for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2005, to establish and 
rapidly implement regulations for 
State driver’s license and identifica-
tion document security standards, to 
prevent terrorists from abusing the 
asylum laws of the United States, to 
unify terrorism-related grounds for in-
admissibility and removal, to ensure 
expeditious construction of the San 
Diego border fence, and for other pur-
poses, with Senate amendments there-
to, disagree to the Senate amendments, 
and agree to the conference asked by 
the Senate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
RYAN of Wisconsin). Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
California? 
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